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Literary Work      Interpretation



Goal and Research Questions
● „Integration von Ergebnissen quantitativ-empirischer Forschung in den 

qualitativ-hermeneutischen Forschungsprozess“1 – and vice versa!

● leveraging expert knowledge from interpretations

1. Which “passages” are important to expert readers when interpreting texts?

2. Why do interpreting scholars devote their attention to certain passages?

● characterise textual properties of key passages
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Overview on Approaches

combination of approaches to detect
● literal quotations (e.g. TRACER)
● references (e.g. Grobid)
● indirect quotations (e.g. Pareti et al. 2013, 

Jannidis et al. 2015)

Identification Characterisation
basic properties of quotations:

● granularity, extent, relevance

intrinsic factors:
● style (e.g. Hoover 2017, Amancio et al. 2012)
● characters and their relationships (e.g. 

Jockers et al. 2016, Nalisnick / Baird 2013, 
Bamman et al. 2014, Trilcke et al. 2015)

● plot (e.g. Segment Change Rate Fischer et 
al. 2017, Elsner 2015)

● topics (e.g. Hamilton et al. 2016)

extrinsic factors:
● bibliometric approaches
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Lotte: Detection of literal quotations

1 https://dickgrune.com/Programs/similarity_tester/
2 https://people.f4.htw-berlin.de/~weberwu/simtexter/522789_Sofia-Kalaidopoulou_bachelor-thesis.pdf

Approach
- based on sim_text1 and Similarity texter2

- extended for ellipses, fuzzy matching, punctuation
- post-processing to segment matches for exploration

Results
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Annette: Visualisation and Exploration
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https://hu.berlin/annette 
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Outlook & Questions
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👏 thanks to Frederik Arnold
✉ robert.jaeschke@hu-berlin.de 
🌐 https://hu.berlin/RJ 
🌐 https://www.projekte.hu-berlin.de/de/schluesselstellen 
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